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Note to the reader:  earlier installments of this column may be

found in the 2003-2004 issues of this publication.

Fifteen years ago we who were the members of the ICRM Board of Regents were approached by colleagues who, in addition to being members of the Institute, were also members of another professional group, the Nuclear Information and Records Management Association (NIRMA).  I’m sure there were others who addressed us, but I remember most distinctly Kary Ledbetter, then NIRMA president and an employee at the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory outside Idaho Falls.  Kary persuasively suggested that since (1) NIRMA was also an organization focused on record keeping, and (2) a number of their members were CRM’s, and (3) the ICRM was the recognized certifying body for ARMA, the largest organization focused on record keeping, that (4) the Institute might administer an examination to further certify individuals in the nuclear industry.  Discussions followed and from them emerged an acceptance of Kary’s proposal.  Part 7 was subsequently created by NIRMA and is administered by the ICRM just for their candidates.

Those who seek to add NS to their credentials must first pass all six CRM exams as I have described in previous articles in this series.  Part 7 is administered to qualified candidates as part of the bi-annual CRM examination process that occurs in May and November.  The grading and awarding of certificates are done by NIRMA.

At the time the Board of Regents saw this development as an opportunity to promote the concept of education and professional growth to those in related fields, and it was thought that other organizations (AIIM, for example) might follow suit.  That did not happen, and today the Nuclear Specialist designation remains the only advanced designation sanctioned by the ICRM.

To date twenty-two CRM’s have achieved the NS designation and NIRMA, which is still a viable organization (they have recently announced plans for a 2005 conference to be jointly held with the International Atomic Energy Agency which will bring to Orlando this August participants from around the globe) has fourteen of these active within it.  Although Energy Northwest is in the service area of the Columbia Basin chapter no Nuclear Specialists are presently employed there (to my knowledge).  You will find more information at www.nirma.org.  An increase in nuclear generating capacity, as currently proposed by the Bush Administration, may result in an increase in NIRMA membership and a concomitant increase in the number of individuals seeking to add CRM/NS behind their names.  Time will tell….    
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